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Proposed Water Summit


In the past, we built water systems to protect ourselves from diseases, floods, 
and droughts.  Now we see that fundamental life systems are in danger of 
collapse.  Water is at the heart of these life systems.  

 


New and evolving water and wastewater infrastructure that mimics and works 
with nature will protect us and will restore our human and natural ecology across 
lots, neighborhoods, cities, and watersheds. 

Baltimore Charter for Sustainable Water Systems, 2007

Traditional water management has relied on a low-tech, industrial-scale engineering and economic model developed in the 1800’s.  With a goal of public health protection, big channel and pipe systems were built to move flood waters and to transport clean water in and wastewater out of urban neighborhoods.  Low water and sewer rates have been based on extraction of water as a free natural resource, moving water from one basin to another, moving mass volumes of fresh water into brackish and salt water environments, and dumping wastes into the environment with minimal penalty.  Agriculture, industry, and power sectors have also used and polluted large volumes of water.  Federal subsidies and mandates have reinforced, if not outright locked-in, this approach. 

The genius of science and design in the 21st Century is the discovery of “smart, clean, and green” ways to capture the value of resources.  “Smart” because they unlock the complex designs of nature and use information and signaling to achieve efficiencies.  “Clean” because they capture and use resources and methods that don’t involve significant externalities in extraction or disposal.  And, “green” because they rely to a much higher degree on vegetation, and in the process begin to restore the natural ecosystem and its wide and deep benefits.  

The proposed two-day summit will assemble new systems thinkers from across these separate water sectors.   The goals of the summit will be: first, to articulate an overarching description of water and its relationships to core planetary systems, such as freshwater usage, nutrient cycles, climate moderation, and others; second, to explore new design concepts that work with and mimic nature; and third, to consider a realignment and restructuring of institutions, markets,  government incentives and regulations, and stewardship ethics.

Contacts:

Valerie Nelson:  valerie.i.nelson@gmail.com, Paul Schwartz, pschwartz@cleanwater.org
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